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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Original claims 1-10 have been examined. The rejections are stated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 USC § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1-5 recite a "dynamic price changing web marketing system". It is not clear if by 
the term "system", the applicants mean "a method" or "an apparatus". Clarification is needed. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the user's order". There is no antecedent basis for this 
limitation. It is also not clear if the "user" and the "consumer" are the same person. Claims 2-5 
are rejected because they depend on a rejected claim. Appropriate correction/clarification is 
required. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the user's purchase order". There is no antecedent basis 
for this limitation. It is also not clear if the "user" and the "consumer" are the same person. 
Claims 7-10 are rejected because they depend on a rejected claim. Appropriate 
correction/clarification is required. 

Claim 6 recites the limitations "receiving the consumer's order for purchasing the 
commodity using a trade processing module" and "the trade processing module receives the 
user's purchase order when the commodity price lowers to a specific value". It is also not clear if 
the "user" and the "consumer" are the same person. If they are the same person, it is not clear as 
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to what is the objective of receiving an order for purchasing by the trade processing module the 
second time. Claims 7-10 are rejected because they depend on a rejected claim. Appropriate 
correction/clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fortenberry 
et al (US Patent 6,336,098 Bl) in view of Dutta (US Patent 6,606,604 Bl). 

Claim 1, Fortenberry teaches a dynamic price changing web marketing system, which 
comprises: a commodity database for storing at least one commodity datum (See Fortenberry 
Column 4 lines 23-26); a commodity data providing module for providing the commodity datum 
in a specific format to a consumer (See Fortenberry Figure 1 and Column 4 lines 47-52); and a 
trade processing module for receiving the user's order for purchasing the commodity (See 
Fortenberry Colimin 5 lines 48-55, the e-commerce website is interpreted to include a trade 
processing module), the commodity data providing module immediately provides the lowered 
price to the consumer (See Fortenberry Column 4 lines 1-3, coupon redemption impHes lowered 
price). 

Fortenberry does not expressly teach the steps wherein the system further comprises a 
dynamic price changing module for changing the commodity price starting from an initialization 
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time; and the trade processing module receives the user's purchase order when the commodity 
price changes to a specific value. 

Dutta teaches the steps wherein the system fiirther comprises a dynamic price changing 
module for changing the commodity price starting fi-om an initialization time (See Dutta Figures 
1 and 2, Column 5 lines 35-43, retailer server is interpreted to include a trade processing 
module); and the trade processing module receives the user's purchase order when the 
commodity price changes to a specific value (See Dutta Column 5 lines 35-43, modifying and 
resubmitting the order is interpreted to include this feature). Fortenberry already teaches the 
feature where the change in price is lower price. 

Both Fortenberry and Dutta are concerned with providing information to a user to 
facilitate e-commerce. It would have been obvious to modify Fortenberry to include the 
teachings of Dutta. The combination of disclosures suggests that consumers would have benefited 
from sending the order after knowing the price they are paying for the product. 

Claim 6, Fortenberry teaches a dynamic price changing web marketing method, which 
comprises the steps of: reading in a commodity datum from a commodity database (See 
Fortenberry Column 4 lines 16-30); providing the commodity datum in a specific format from a 
commodity data providing module to a consumer (See Fortenberry Column 4 lines 31-52); and 
receiving the consumer's order for purchasing the commodity using a trade processing module 
(See Fortenberry Colimin 5 lines 48-55, the e-commerce website is interpreted to include a trade 
processing module); and the commodity data providing module immediately provides the 
lowered price to the consumer (See Fortenberry Column 4 lines 1-3, coupon redemption implies 
lowered price). 
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Fortenberry does not expressly teach the steps wherein when the commodity data 
providing module provides the commodity datum to the consumer a dynamic price changing 
module gradually changes the commodity price starting from an initial price beginning from an 
initialization time; and the trade processing module receives the user's purchase order when the 
commodity price changes to a specific value. 

Dutta teaches the steps wherein when the conmiodity data providing module provides the 
commodity datum to the consumer a dynamic price changing module gradually changes the 
commodity price starting from an initial price beginning from an initialization time (See Dutta 
Figures 1 and 2, Column 5 lines 35-43, retailer server is interpreted to include a trade processing 
module); and the trade processing module receives the user's purchase order when the 
commodity price changes to a specific value (See Dutta Column 5 lines 35-43, modifying and 
resubmitting the order is interpreted to include this feature). Fortenberry already teaches the 
feature where the change in price is lower price. 

Both Fortenberry and Dutta are concemed with providing information to a user to 
facilitate e-commerce. It would have been obvious to modify Fortenberry to include the 
teachings of Dutta. The combination of disclosures suggests that consumers would have benefited 
from sending the order after knowing the price they are paying for the product. 

Claims 2 and 7, Fortenberry teaches wherein the dynamic price changing module further 
provides a price lowering period so that the commodity price goes back to its original price after 
the price lowering period (See Fortenberry Column 3 Unes 45-47, time limits associated with the 
offer implies this feature). 
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Claims 3 and 8, the feature wherein a dynamic price changing module further provides a 
limited quantity for the commodity so that the commodity price goes back to its original price 
when the limited quantity of commodities are sold out is old and well known. For instance 
merchants offer limited time sale while the supplies last. This feature enables the merchant to 
dispose off the inventory quickly. 

Claims 4 and 9, Fortenberry teaches the step wherein the specific format refers to the web 
page format edited in hypertext markup language (HTML) (See Fortenberry Column 4 lines 48- 
49). 

Claims 5 and 10, Fortenberry teaches the steps wherein the commodity data providing 
module provides the commodity data to the consumer through the Internet and the trade 
processing module receives the user's purchase order sent by the consumer via the Internet (See 
Fortenberry Column 4 lines 49-52). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

(a) Srinivasan et al (US Pub. No. 2001/0051932 Al) (December 13, 2001) Method and 
System for Dynamic Pricing 

(b) Reuhl et al (US Patent 5,873,069) (February 16, 1999) System and Method for 
Automatic Updating and Display of Retail Prices 

(c) Yoo (US Patent 6,416,413 Bl) (July 9, 2002) Electronic Chip Circulation Method, 
Electronic Chip Circulation Server Apparatus and Electronic Chips Circulation System 
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(d) Matsushita (US Patent 6,390,364 Bl) (May 21, 2002) Commodity Sale Registration 

System 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dr. Narayanswamy Subramanian whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6751. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:30 AM to 
7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached at (571) 272-6747. The fax number for Formal or 
Official faxes and Draft to the Patent Office is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PMR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PMR only. For more information about the PMR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

^^^/oC^r^^ 

Dr. N. Subramanian 
November 14, 2005 



